Negative symptoms and the course of positive symptoms in deficit schizophrenia.
Differences in the patterns of negative symptoms between two subgroups of inpatients with chronic schizophrenia and a deficit syndrome were examined: one subgroup presented episodic symptoms, while the other exhibited a continuous course of positive symptoms. Patients with a continuous course of positive symptoms showed significantly higher affective blunting and anhedonia according to the SANS, a lower BPRS activation score and a lower age of onset in males than episodic cases. These results suggest that in deficit schizophrenia different courses of positive symptoms are associated with different severity degrees and different patterns of negative symptoms.